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Newtown Creek is a 3.8 mile waterway connected to the East River, comprising a natural border Sy 2 Hunte K ] S 9 * Finca La College : 20'st(7) 52 St(7)
between Western Queens and North Brooklyn. The Creek was originally a salt marsh environment with @g\ - 5’3’ Oth 4, = Point 4, p & 7 fiorecita (LAGCC) [m
numerous freshwater streams feeding into brackish waters, including plentiful amounts of fish and Q@)\ I~ o j / Smiling BB026 26'St(7
shellfish harvested by native Lenape tribes and early European colonialists. Growing industrial activity in \"g,\ 4 51 f:” Hunters A4 Hogshead * ® LiC Roots Xy m
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the Creek became one of the busiest waterways in the country, carrying more value and volume of gyuth Park “Long '?i“ﬁg%y Jackson Ave (7)/ —Point Ave (7) £ ve:
cargo than the entire Mississippi River. Goods manufactured in the area included fertilizers, chemicals, & (LRRY™~__ RS y.
glues, ropes, dyes, and many varieties of petroleum products. However, the decline of American - e _ §‘ & a,(?
manufacturing after World War Il led to abandoned and underutilized properties as well as loss of Ry South y Q £ NoPon;‘;m 1 5
skilled jobs in the area. Heavy industrial use, with insignificant environmental regulation and protection, & BBO40 \88_009 S 48th Ave ar Library
left a legacy of toxic contamination, still present within the sediments of the Creek. In 2010, the Creek BofdenA 7 ‘\\\. 2 EC .
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waterfront facilities which primarily handle waste and petroleum products as indicated on this map. Y « 0 O Cororical C°m”ll:2"syt_3°ath°” © w, 16 \ b
Moving bulk materials by barge is more efficient economically and environmentally. A single barge has ¢ ) REACH L y.
the same capacity as 28 - 56 long haul trucks, depending on the industry. Compared to other é o NCB-023 LlRRgputch Kills) Bridge i ;”
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Newtown Creek is lacking in public access, with few official access points along its length. A number of New’f,j’;')’,';rﬁf'%’ o ; DupOnt = O - 540,9
informal street end sites around the Creek provide potential for public access, including the ‘Plank g{;eg”rg?,’;"é §§_ & éggggl(i)ng
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In 1978, a Coast Guard patrol spotted an oily sheen on the Creek near Meeker Avenue. This spurred an Es % %'f’:n ”O,ql/ * PO First
investigation which found 17 to 30 million gallons of oil underneath Greenpoint, which had been = £l B Green St 2 Newtown Creek s
released into the environment by Standard Oil (how ExxonMobil) and other nearby refineries during ‘& & ® Wastewater Calvary New
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In 2010, the EPA designated Newtown Creek a federal Superfund site. Part of the Superfund process is Java Street Ave (G) m = o ] Ve.
identifying potentially responsible parties (PRP) that have contributed to the contamination and will be Community/Garden Kent St 1 2 3 % 2 oi .
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As little as a tenth of an inch of rainfall can trigger Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO), which is when Pf;'y"g%f?ﬁ - 2 A_moco & © Bridgea
stormwater combines with sanitary sewers, overwhelming the capacity of treatment facilities and Noble >t “ 2 Oil (BP) § 1 )
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The geography of Newtown Creek has been changed tremendously since the arrival of the first ga‘o\e . e @ 8 7. = <. \
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NOTICE: Newtown Creek is a federally designated Superfund site. Due to poor water quality and W%In[ ) o) e z 2 S B S S 5 R i & i
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This map was produced in 2015, and updated in 2026, by Newtown Creek Alliance; for more Sgt. William @ REACH D N
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